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BUCKLOW RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


MEMBERSHIP 1966/1967 


Chairman - 
Vice Chairman - 


A. Allen Esq. 

A. Antrobus Esq. 

J. Beckett Esq. 

G. Bracegirdle Esq. 

G. H. Coleman Hsq. 

C.L.S.Cornwall-Legh Esq. 
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J. A. Done Esq. 

W. Faulkner Esq. 

F. Holland Esq. 

W. J. Jackson Esq. 

J. P. Kershaw Esq. 


R. C. Richardson Esq. J.P 
5. N. Miller Esq. 


HE. Leech Esq. 

Rev. T. G. Lewis 

RH. G. M. Leycester-Roxby Esq. 
B. G. Nutter Hsq. 

A. Pennington Esq. 

K. Rogers Hsq. J.P. 
W.G.J.Stacey Hsq. 

J. G. Wainwright Esq. J.P. 

J. Be Widdrineton Esq. J.P. 
Mrs. N. Whittaker. 
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The work of the Health Department is administered by the following 


Committee :- 


1. SPECIAL SERVICES COMMITTER 


Chairman - 
Vice Chairman - 


Councillor J.B.Widdrington J.P. 
Councillor E.G.M.Leycester~Roxby 


The Committee comprises the whole Council and is responsible inter alia for 
the refuse and night soil collection services, for rodent control and all 


sewerage schemes. 


2. PUBLIC HHALTH COMMITTEE 


Chairman - 
Vice Chairman - 


Councillor A. Pennington 
Councillor B.G.Nutter 


The Committee comprises the whole Council and is responsible for all Public 
Health matters except the services administered by the Special Services 


Committee. 


STAFF OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Medical Officer of Health 


BH./H. Gordon MD., DPH. 


Mountlands, The Mount, Altrincham 


Chief Public Health Inspector 


Telephone No. AlLt.5323. 


H. G. Milburn, F.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I., Cert.Insp.of Meat and Other Foods. 


Deputy Chief Puolic Health Inspector 


R. Egan, M.A.P.H.I. Cert. Insp. of Meat and other Foods. 


Additional Public Health Inspector 


A. Shaweross, M.A.P.H.I., Cert.Insp. of meat and Other Foods. 


Clerical Assistant 


Mrs. HE. Drinkwater. 
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Divisional Medical Office, 
Mountlands, 

The Mount, 

Altrincham. 


Mr. Chairman & Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report on the health and 
sanitary circumstances in the district during the year 1966. 


An annual report records work done and achievements attained during the 
year, but it cannot reveal the time spent in compiling the facts and figures, 
the checking that is essential for the accuracy of the report, and the pre- 
paration and typing. All this has to be done at odd times available during 
the normal working day and after hours. The ever increasing work load does 
not make it easier to find such time. 


It is hoped members will find the report interesting and I venture to 
state that it records a satisfactory state of affairs in the district, and of 
the good work done by the members of the staff of the department. 


The population increase from 20,860 to 21,240, namely 380, is ten less 
than the number of live births (390). Although the figures are virtually the 
same no conclusions or comparisons can be drawn because there is no easy, 
accurate method of assessing population movement. The number of live births 
is, however, 30 less than in 1965 and six more compared with 1964. The 
standardised birth rate at 17.4 per thousand of the population is below the 
national average of 19.00. 


There were 185 deaths compared with 152 in 1965 and 135 in 1964. The 
standardised death rate was 12.6 compared with 11.7 per thousand of the pop- 
ulation of England and Wales. The principal cause of the deaths of 102 males 
and 84 females is attributed to diseases affecting the heart and bloodvessels, 
104 out cf 185 deaths. It is worth noting that there have been no maternal 
deaths since prior to 1960, a very commendable record of the part played by the 
maternity services provided by the midwives employed by the County Councils, 
general medical practitioners, and the hospital service. 


The main infectious disease as far as numbers were concerned was measles. 
More serious were the five newly ascertained cases of tuberculosis and four 
cases of dysentery. Despite the modern methods of treatment with modern drugs 
tuberculosis remains a formidable challenge to the public health service and 
preventive medicine. It will be a great year when the annual reports that not 
one case of tuberculosis was notified curing the year. The trouble is, as it 
is in many walks of life that such great and sustained effort is required to 
attain the final goal. Slowly, but surely, tuberculosis has yielded ground 
before the determined efforts of the many people, past and present, who have 
worked towards it's total elimination. 


Dysenteryand food poisoning have become a serious menace in the Country. 
The number of cases notified in the district during the whole year, namely four 
of dysentery and one of food poisoning, is not a true picture of the incidence 
of the disease amongst the population. The symptoms and signs of the disease 
are often so slight that the family doctor is not consulted. A doctor cannot 
make a firm diagnosis of dysentery or food poisoning without a report on the 
bacteriological examination of a specimen of faeces. Such is the time factor 
involved that the doctor is unlikely to receive the laboratory report within 
48 hours, by which time the patient is likely to be symptom free and no longer 
interested in the disease. Hence the patient has little enthusiasm to take 
or complete the course of treatment. Since the shortest period of time from 
the onset of symptoms to the time when freedom from infection can be declared 
is almost a fortnight, it is understandable that neighbours who are aware of 
this are loathe to be embroiled in such a lengthy process and resort to home 
medication. No wonder it is a difficult disease to stamp out, made harder by 
the low standard of personal hygiene in households and places of work up and 
down the Country. Only the fastidious can swear to always washing their hands 
after going to the toilet. 
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Hygiene of the shop assistants in all types of food shops is not as good 
as it should or can easily be. There are few exceptions. Public Health 
Inspectors cannot maintain a constant watch, but shoppers could render invaluable 
help if they boycotted food shops where they have seen breaches in the basic 
rules of hygiene. But how many shoppers, male or female have the courage to 
refuse an article of food in the knowledge that the shop keeper may pour abuse 
upon them, and they cannot rely on the whole hearted support of other purchasers 
in the shop. 


Mr. Milburn's part of the report reveals, in part, the amount of work 
carried out by the Public Health Inspectors. I would like to comment on two 
points out of his report. 


The housing of the elderly and the physically handicapped deserves attention. 
The state of being elderly and infirm lies ahead of all of us. Some are 
fortunate in being able to provide for themselves suitable accommodation for the 
time when they attain that period of their life, but very many others are not 
in that position and are dependant upon the local authority to provide housing 
accommodation suitable to their needs. It therefore behoves all local 
authorities to look at the present and to the future and have a phased pro- 
gramme of suitable housing for the elderly which will keep in step with the 
demand. It is heartbreaking for those from whom help is sought to have to tell 
an old infirm person living in adverse circumstances that there is no suitable 
accommodation and also to be unable to give any hope or promise. The elderly 
deserve better care and suitable housing is a very big factor in such care. It 
is appreciated that the elderly can be very obstinate and refuse to move when 
the time comes, but it would have been a different story had they been given the 
opportunity much earlier. 


Progress in the art of medicine besides lengthening the span of life has 
brought in its train many physically handicapped people, young and old, who, 
in days gone by would have died. Handicapped people must be as self sufficient 
as possible for as long as possible for their own good as well as being less of 
a burden to their relatives or the community around them. The Cheshire County 
Council bears the expense of structural alteration to houses occupied by hand- 
1capped persons, but local authorities could assist by building some houses which 
would be suitable for severely handicapped persons should the need arise. 


Brucellosis has been a thorn in the flesh for many years in the district. 
The intermittent excretion of the organism in the milk of infected cows has 
permitted several cows to escape the net of the sampling procedure over periods 
of many years. Mr. Milburn mentions the meeting when the idea of blood 
sampling was thought of, and how this procedure brought to light the offending 
animals. Farms previously plagued are now free. Blood sampling is the only 
certain method available at the moment of rapidly detecting infected animals. 
A minority of the population prefer to drink raw milk end to run the risk of 
being infected by the brucella organism. The County Council milk samplers 
make monthly visits to farms producing raw milk for human consumption. These 
samples are submitted for laboratory examination, and as too frequently has 
happened in recent years a full scale and lengthy investigation has been 
necessary. It would be an interesting financial exercise to ascertain the cost 
to the County Council, the Public Health Laboratory and this authority to see 
to it that raw milk for the minority is safe to drink. The pasteurisation of 
all milk would save this expense and the possibility of the organisms of other 
diseases being transmitted in the milk, organisms such as the streptococcus, 
staphylococcus and those causing dysentery, which have gained access to the milk 
from an infected person concerned in the production of the milk. The only safe 
milk to drink is heat treated milk. Is it worth the risk to drink raw milk? 


In this, my last annual report, I would like to record how much I have 
enjoyed working for the Council, and my appreciation of the friendship of 
Councillors and officials which has made my work pleasant and easier. Although 
I look forward to a new life in New Zealand I will remember my association with 
the Council with affection. The Council is fortunate in having a health 
department staff of a high calibre, and I am grateful for their unstinted help 
during the various periods I have had the privilege to be associated with then, 
and for their help in preparing this and previous reports. 


I an, 
Your obedient servant, 


EH. H. Gordon. 
Medical Officer of Health. 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THH AREA 


Area of the District in Acres as Seale 46,103 
Registrar General's estimate of home population (mid-year) 21,240 
Population (1961 Census) ae Ba 17,290 
Number of inhabited houses according to rate books at lst April 5,693 
Rateable Value at 31st December 1966 ... ate e126 (aoe 
Sum represented by a penny rate ses coe S SHED) 


VITAL STATISTICS 


1966 1965 
Total live births 400 550 420 
Crude birth rate per 1,000 living ons 18.4 2054 
Standardised birth rate per 1,000 living a ewes ahead 
General birth rate (England & Wales) ... 19.0 18.0 
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births 7.4% 6.2% 
Total still births els 4 0) 
Still birth rate per 1,000 live and still births IOVS aL do sit 
Total live and still births arei 394 425 
Deaths of Infants under 1 year Sails 6 9 
Total Infant Deaths per 1,000 live births Woyart 268 
Legitimate Infant: Deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 16.6 FAB AO} 
Illegitimate Infant Deaths per 1,000 illegitimate births NIL NIL 
Neo Natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births 12.8 TORO 
Early Neo Natal mortality rate per 1,000 live births ents) 16.6 
Perinatal Mortality rate per 1,000 live and still births efne 28.6 
Maternal Deaths ane NIL NIL 
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births NIL NIL 
Total Deeths eae 185 W652 
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 living evel 8.7 TAS 
Standardised Death Rate per 1,000 living 12.6 One 
General Death Rate (England & Wales) ... dt. 7 L564 
Deaths from Poliomyelitis NIL NIL 
Deaths from Cancer sae 24 28 
Deaths from Accidents oe 8 4 
Deaths from Heart Diseases ahete 62 45 


The population figure given by the Registrar General is of home population 
including armed forces stationed in the district. The figure for mid-1966 is 
380 more than that for mid-1965 largely because of the new building taking 
place in the district, most of which is continuing to attract residents from 
outside. 


The home population figure is used to calculate the crude birth and death 

rates and this is multiplied by a factor provided by the Registrar General 

to arrive at the standardised rates. This factor allows for the age and sex 
distribution of the population and enables a fairer comparison to be made 
between one district and another. For 1966 this factor is 0.95 for births and 
1.45 for deaths. 
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BIRTHS 


1966 1965 
M jay Total Total 
Live Births (legitimate) 173 188 361 394 
(illegitimate) Leal 29 26 
186 204 390 420 
Still Births (legitimate) 4 - 4 4 
(illegitimate) - ~ - 1 
set pe am stare tpene soi Bn Cae 
INFANTILE MORTALITY 
Deaths of Infants under 1 Year 1966 1965 
M. Ee Total Total 
(legitimate) 3 3 6 9 
(illegitimate) _ - - - 
3 3 6 9 
Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks 
(legitimate) 2 3 5 8 
(illegitimate) - = - - 
be 2 = a 
Deaths of Infants under 1 week 
(legitimate) 2 3 5 7 
(illegitimate) _ 5 ~- - 
Ce ee oO zak 
MATERNAL MORTALITY 
Deaths from pregnancy, childbirth and abortion - NIL. 
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The following table is included to show how the vital statistics 
comparewith those during the past 36 years. 


Baaladion ; Total | Crude; Total | Crude ; Deaths of Cases of | 
P Live Birth | Deaths | Death | Infants i Maternal 
Births | Rate Rate |under lyr | Mortality. 


i 
Yearly Av. 
1931 - 35 23,354 275 
. aad Av. 
936 ~ 40 9304 151 


Yearly Av. 

1941 - 45 10, 006 146 ING 103 
Yearly Av. 

L946 - 50 10,614 162 

fearly Av. 

Maple = 55 11,720 194 

fearly Av. 

L956 - 60 12,596 220 

fearly Av. 

- - 65 19,690 385 LS) ES 158 
966 21,240 390 18.4 185 Be 6 | 0 
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 


1966 & CAUSES 


Cause of Death 


Respiratory Tuberculosis 

Other forms of Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic Disease 

Diphtheria 

Meningococcal Infections 

Acute Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other infective and parasitic diseases 
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung & Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus 

Other Malignant & lymphatic neoplasms 
Leukaemia, aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular Lesions of nervous system 
Coronary disease, angina 
Hypertension with heart disease 
Other heart disease 

Other circulatory diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other diseases of respiratory system 
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 
Nephritis, and nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 
Congenital malformation 

Other defined and ill-defined diseases 
Motor vehisle accidents 

All other accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide and operations of war 
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COMMENTS ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH 


The table below shows the age groups of the persons whose deaths were reported 


during the year :- 


Age 


Under 4 weeks 
4 weeks to 1 year 
1 year to 4 years 


2 - 14 

15 - 24 
ep = 34 
35 - 44 
45 - 54 
55 - 64 
65 - 74 


75 and over 


Male 


“NIBRPHR IPED 


20 


102 


Female Total 


3 y) 
- 1 
il 2 
1 2 
2 3 
3 7 
7 14 
10 30 
20 42 
36 76 
83 185 


80% of the deaths were of persons aged 55 and over which is 9% higher than 


in 1964. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


The following table shows the cases of infectious diseases, other than 
Tuberculosis and Food Poisoning notified during the year and classified in 


age groups :- 


—- 


easles 

ooping Cough 
Pneumonia 
\Dysentery 
Scarlet Fever 


| 
| 


TUBERCULOSIS 


to | to 


1. Number of cases recorded at 3lst December 


1966 
Pulmonary Non- Total 
Pulmonary 
Children 3 2 5 
Males 36 ri by 
Females 30 2 42 
69 5 74 
2. Number of new cases notified 
Year 
Children - - - 
Males 3 al. 4 
Females a - all 
4 af 5 


3. Number of deaths of persons on the register 


8 


~ 


1 - Male Pulmonary. 


25 and 
over 


1965 
Pulmonary Non- Total 
Pulmonary 
4 2 6 
39 ~ BS) 
bp) 2 35 
76 4 80 


during 1966 as compared 
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FOOD POISONING 
One suspected case of food poisoning was notified but too late for 
investigations to have conclusive results. 
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF ‘THE ARRA 


All matters under this heading are dealt with in the Chief Public Health 
Inspector's Report. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH ACT SERVICHS AND SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY THE CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 


A. Services provided in accordance with the requirements 
of the National Health Service Act 1946 


1. Hospital Services 


Controlling Body - Manchester Regional Hospital Board 
Local Hospitals - Administered by North and Mid-Cheshire 
Hospital Management Committee. 
Secretary - Mr. F. Fowden, Administrative Offices, 
Altrincham Maternity Home, Sinderland 
Road, Altrincham. 


Hospitals serving this area 


General Acute Cases - Cottage Hospital, Knutsford. 
Altrincham General Hospital. 
Denzell Convalescent Hospital, Bowdon. 


General Chronic Cases - Cranford Lodge, Knutsford. 

Chest Clinic - St. Anne's Home, Woodville Road, Altrincham. 
Har, Nose & Throat - um UE ul i a 
Infectious Diseases - Monsall Hospital, Newton Heath, Manchester. 


A large number of cases from Bucklow are treated in the greater 
Manchester Area Hospitals. 


2. General Practitioner and General Dental Services 


Controlling Body - National Health Service Executive Council for Cheshire. 
Glerk - Mr. F. Hayter, 28 Nicholas Street, Chester. 


3. Services of Local dealth Authority - Cheshire County Council 


Maternity & Child Welfare 
- Domiciliary Midwifery & Home Nursing 
. Immunisation and Vaccination 
Care and After Care 
Home Help Service 
Ambulance Service 
Dental Service - Expectant & Nursing Mothers 
pre - school children 
Mental Health Service 
(a) Senior Mental Welfare Officer - Mr. J. Thompson, 
59 Washway Road, Sale. 
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(b) Junior Training Centre - Navigation Road, Altrincham. 
(c) Adult Training Centre - Altrincham. 
9. Chiropody Services -.Old People, handicapped persons and expectent 
f Mothers. 


10. Handicapped Persons Club - Y.W.C.A.Altrincham. 


The Altrincham Divisional Health Committee covers the Borough of 
Altrincham, the Urban Districts of Bowdon, Hale and Knutsford and 

the Bucklow Rural District, and includes members of those Authorities, 
Members of the County Council and co-opted members. 


Divisional Medical Officer - E. H. Gordon, MD., DPH., 
Mo@ntlands, The Mount, Altrincham. 
Tel Alt. 552 5% 


Be Other Services by other Committees of Cheshire County Council 


1. Education Committee - School Health Service, including School 
Dental Service. 
2. Welfare Committee - Homeless, handicapped persons, provision 
for residential accommodation etc. 
Area Welfare Officer - Miss Goodwin, Stamford House, Stamford 
New Road, Altrincham. 
3. Children's Committee - Provides for the care of Deprived Children 


i.e. children not under parental care. 
Area Children's Officer - Mr. J. E. Blades, Stamford House, 
Stamford New Road, Altrincham. 
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Dunham Mount, 
Dunham Road, 
Altrincham. 


To The Chairman & Members of the 
Bucklow Rural Distriet Council. 


Mr. Chairman & Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting my report on the activities of my 
department during the year 1966. 


Housing, which is confined to action in respect of individual unfit 
houses took another step forward with the completion of twelve new bungalows 
at Over Peover and the rehousing of the tenants of eight unfit houses in the 
parish. The continued occupation of 29 unfit houses is a matter for con- 
cern particularly since they include some where action was first initiated 
as long ago as 1956. 


The number of applications for standard grants increased from 22 to 
32 and for discretionary grants from 8 to 9 as compared with 1965. This 
trend is encouraging and should continue as the sewerage schemes now under 
construction or proposed are completed. A considerable amount of time is 
spent in inspecting houses for which grants are sought and drawing up 
schedules of work needed, after which the Ingineer and Surveyor takes over. 
This co-operative effort works extremely well and is one of the most worth- 
while tasks undertaken by the department. 


Caravan sites were rather less of a problem than in the past except 
for one particularly difficult site. The Caravan Site Act, by its insist- 
ence that action can only be taken against caravans used for purposes of 
human habitation, makes enforcement difficult. A caravan may, under 
certain circumstances, remain for up to 28 days on a plot of land without 
a licence being required but if this period is exceeded and legal action 
contemplated then it is not sufficient to prove the existence of the 
caravan on more than 28 daily occasions but it must be proved to have 
been used for human habitation on each of those days. Why this should be 
so is difficult to understand. If an unauthorised caravan can be shown 
to be in use on the first and last days of a 29 day period and to have been 
present on the site continuously in between this surely should be sufficient 
for action to be taken. 


The refuse collection service went through a very difficult year 
but conditions improved with the delivery of a new vehicle in August and 
the purchase of a second hand vehicle in November. It may not be generally 
realised just how demanding is this work in terms of time spent in connection 
Wath 1%. Refuse collection is a continuous service which the public, quite 
rightly, expect to operate smoothly and they are very quick to complain when 


it does not. The Council's past recora in this field has been such that 
the temporary troubles experienced in the first half of the year caused an 
avalanche of complaints. Fortunately from August onwards there was a 


steady return to more normal operation and as subsequent larger vehicles 
are purchased conditions are expected to improve further. 


The Housing Points Scheme for selecting tenants for Council houses 
adopted in July took five months to introduce and occupied a great deal of 
office time as did the Housing Tenancy work generally. Experience alone 
will show whether the Points Scheme can be operated successfully. 


The report can only give the bare bones of the work of the department. 
It cannot describe the great variety of matters which arise from day to day 
demanding immediate attention. All too often important routine inspections 
are neglected because the limited staff available makes it impossible to 
carry them out as frequently and as thoroughly as is desirable. 
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I am indebted to my colleagues for their support and co-operation 
throughout the year. 


I am, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant 


H. G. Milburn. 


Chief Public Health Inspector. 
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VISITS 


During the year a total of 1860 visits were made, as follows :- 


Housing defects 78 Food Premises 45 
Council House Tenancies 146 Milk Producers & 
Overcrowding 2 Dairies 22 
Improvement Grants 5: Meat & Food 
Sewer connections & Inspection A407 
Conversions 16 Imported Food 7 
Caravan Sites 92 Drains, cesspools, 
Water supplies 5 watercourses ESA: 
Air Pollution 2 Refuse collection & 
Infectious disease 129 Disposal 269 
Insect Pests 8 Derelict cars 48 
Rats & Mice 2 Pet Shops and Animal 
Factories 25 Boarding Establish- 
Outworkers 38 ments 16 
Offices & Shops 55 Miscellaneous 74 
Clubs 6 

HOUS ING 


Defects & Nuisances 


67 complaints were received and investigated followed by the service of 
informal notices or by personal contact, with settlement in every case. 


They included : Defects. of repair Ii Nuisance from fumes 

or smoke 4 
Defective drains or Nuisance from 
septic tanks oT refuse 5 
Foul or choked 
ditches PZ Nuisance from 
Flooded cellars 2 Poultry, aE 
Miscellaneous 4 Condensation 6 


Demolition and Closure 


17 houses were represented for action under Section 16 of the Housing Act 
1957 and in all cases undertakings not to use them for human habitation 
after vacation were accepted. Eleven were closed in 1966 by rehousing the 
tenants and 2 more early in 1967. 


Arising from action in previous years 8 houses were demolished and 1 
closed by the end of the year while 3 were made fit and the undertakings 
not to use them cancelled. 


Since 1955 a total of 135 unfit houses have been represented for 
Housing Act action and a further 18 dealt with informally. At 3]1st December 
1966 the results were :- 


No. of houses demolished 56 

No. of houses closed 28 

No. of houses made fit 30 
No. of houses still 

occupied 29 

15 


The 29 unfit houses still occupied included the following :- 


Houses subject to demolition orders lg 
Houses purchased by the Council for 
deferred demolition ii 
Houses subject to undertakings not 

to re-let on vacation 2 
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New dwellings scheduled for completion in 1967 were expected to result 
in at least nine families being rehoused from these unfit dwellings 
whilst the occupants of the house subject to a demolition order were 
expected to remove early in 1967. An aged occupant of a house subject 
to an undertaking is to be left undisturbed at his own request. 


Overcrowding 


Overcrowding according to the Housing Act Standard is seldom en- 
countered in the district but a number of families who were badly crowded 
applied for rehousing or for transfer from their existing Council owned 
houses to larger houses, One such family was rehoused and another trans- 
ferred to a larger house. 


Certificates of Disrenair 


No applications were received for certificates of disrepair and no 
action under the Rent Act was taken. 


Improvement Grants 


The Engineer and Surveyor deals with all applications for Discretionary 
and Standard Grants, but the Chief Public Health Inspector advises as 
to the suitability of houses for grant aid and indicates in each case 
the defects of repair needed to be remedied to meet the conditions of the 
Grant. 


During the year Discretionary Grants totalling £3,120 were approved in 
respect of 9 houses, and Standard Grants were approved in respect of 32 
houses to a total of £3,683. 


New Houses 


During the year 37 houses and bungalows were built in the district 
by private enterprise and the Council's Ingineer & Surveyor completed 12 
bungalows and 6 houses at Peover Superior. The first four permanent 
bungalows to replace prefabricated ones at Mobberley were due for com- 
pletion in January 1967. 


The demand for small accommodation for the older members of the 
population continues to grow, and it is hoped that many more bungalows 
will be built. The number of under-occupied council houses is becoming 
@ serious problem. At least two four bedroomed houses are occupied by 
only one person whilst in one estate of 40 houses 17 were found to be 
under-occupied when a survey was carried out. 


Council Houses 


At 31st December 1966 the Council owned 774 dwellings maije up as 
follows:- 


Ere 1959 Post 1939 
Four bedroomed houses ola Al 
Three bedroomed houses 92 543 
Two bedroomed bungalows - 59 
One bedroomed bungalows - 6 
Two bedroomed prefabs - J 
Unfit houses awaiting 
demolition (2 closed) 9 - 
de 661 


The letting of these houses is handled by the Chief Public Health 
Inspector who also deals with numerous other tenancy matters. 
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During 1960 there were 18 first lettings of new dwellings and 22 re- 
lettings of houses to applicants on the housing list, eleven of whom were 
rehoused from unfit houses. 


Bight transfers were arranged as well as 2 mutual exchanges with tenants 
Gf Other Couneils. With 9 transfers of tenancies to the widows or daughters 
of deceased tenants a total of 59 new tenancies were created. 


The Council adopted a proposal by the Housing Tenancy Committee to intro- 
duce a 'Points' Scheme as a guide in the letting of Council houses and 
after five months of preparatory work this became operative in December. 


The number of aged and elderly persons, and others living alone among those 
with the highest points reflected at once the need for more small accommodation 
for this type of applicant. 


The revision of the list of applicants brought it thoroughly up-to-date but 
the number of applicants (261) was almost exactly the same in December as in 
the previous December. 


Caravans & Movable Dwellings 


Early in the year a large caravan site at Pickmere which had been the subject 
of negotiation for five years was finally granted a site licence. Five other 
site licences were granted in respect of six caravans, all subject to occupat- 


ional conditions. The position at the end of the year was as follows :- 
Permanently licensed residential sites - 8 (265 caravans) 
Permanently licensed recreational sites - 4 (199 caravans 


Conditionally licensed residential sites - 18 ( 22 caravans 
Unlicensed residential sites under review- 13 ( 17 caravans) 
Sites subject to discontinuance orders 

but not closed as required - 4(18 caravans) 


One of the permanently licensed recreational sites (permitted to take 30 
caravans ) has remained undeveloped and a further Court action against the 
proprietor of a mixed site for contravention of a discontinuance order 
resulted in a substantial fine but all efforts to secure removal of the 
caravans were useless. 


The licensed sites were inspected by an officer of the County Fire Brigade 

who made recommendations as to fire prevention and fire fighting facilities 
and the question of the revision of the licerce conditions both in this and 
other respects was under review at the end of the year. 


A planning appeal in respect of a site proposed in Partington was held in the 
Spring but the Minister's decision was not given until 1967. 


No further progress was possible in respect of the structures at Pickmere, 
and the work of improving conditions around Pickmere Lake must of necessity 
be slow, at least until the proposed sewerage scheme is completed. The 
worst structures have now been removed, 81 by action under tne Housing Acts 
and more than 120 by other means. 


Six movable dwellings - not caravans - were re-licensed in December for a 
further year and although various other scattered huts are known to be used 
as week-end retreats, they appear to have such limited use as not to require 
licences under the Public Health Act 1936. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The whole of the Rural District lies within the area of supply of the 
Manchester Corporation Waterworks Committee, whose Engineer and Manager has 
kindly supplied the following information :- 


(a) The source of supply is normally mixed Thirlmere and Haweswater waters. 
Treatment of the Haweswater supply is at present limited to chlorination 
after straining. The Thirlmere supply is strained, limed and 
chloraminated. 
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(bv) An analysis of the mixed supply, taken from a house tap, is given 


below :- 
pH value Wie 
Colour as ppm. platinum lO 
Turbidity ppm. as silica 0.8 


Parts per million 


Total solids dried at 180°C 39 
Free acidity as CO 5) 
Alkalinity as CaC0z 14 
Total hardness as CaCOz 2h. 
Chlorides as Clo 8 
Oxygen absorbed test 

(4 hours @ 27°C) 0.96 
Silica as Si09 a 
Iron as Fe 0.07 
Manganese as Mn OO: 
Fluorides as F 0.10 


(c) To ensure the adequacy of the supply in the Rural District it was 
necessary to carry out the relaying of some 6,425 yards of 1" to 3" 
pipework by replacing it with new 4" mains. Also, to cover new 
housing development, approximately 1,050 yards of main were laid. 


The supply is liable to slight variations during the year. 


(d) The estimated number of houses and shops in the Rural District 
supplied from the mains is 4,930 and the estimated number of 
properties (including farms) with metered supplies is 468. 


From the figures given probably less than 30 permanent dwellings have no 
mains supply although this figure cannot be verified. In addition there 
are a number of temporary dwellings without a supply, most of which are at 
Pickmere. 


DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE 


All matter appertaining to main drainage and sewage disposal are handled 
by the Engineer & Surveyor. 


The sewerage and sewage disposal scheme in the parish of Mobberley and 
the sewerage scheme in the parish of Carrington were expected to be 
completed early in 1967. 


A new surface water sewerage scheme to serve proposed new development in 
High Legh was prepared as also was a sewerage and sewage disposal scheme 
for Rostherne, Both schemes should be completed in 1967. 


Schemes for the parishes of Pickmere and Warburton were under active 
preparation. 


When these schemes are completed it is hoped that consideration will be 
given to the areas of Ollerton and Peover Superior which so badly need 
sewering as well as to improvement of the disposal works at Plumley. 


The increase in sewerage facilities tends to reduce the number of pail 
closets in use, as also does the implementation of the Improvement Grant 
provisions of the Housing Acts. The number of pail closets emptied each 
week has reduced from more than 1,300 in 1953 to 575 in 1966. 


However, outside sewered areas, modernisation of houses increases the 


number of septic tanks and during the year 368 loads of sludge and sewage 
were removed from 248 tanks, resulting in an income of £460. 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Collections of refuse and nightsoil continued on a weekly basis throughout 
the district with certain inevitable dislocations due to vehicle break- 
downs and the difficulty of retaining suitable labour. 


Comparisons of the wage rates paid to the staff with those paid by industrial 
concerns in the vicinity make clear the reasons for the staff shortage. 


Three vehicles operated in three geographical areas of the district, with 
a fourth small vehicle tackling isolated properties, litter baskets, 
certain caravan sites and special collections. This vehicle also tows 

the low loading trailer used to transport the Drott shovel from tip to tip. 


A bulk loading vehicle, handling approximately 60 containers per day, gave 
more frequent collections from Manchester Airport, the M6 Motorway Service 
Area, Tatton Park, various works canteens, schools and hotels, and other 
large premises using the bulk container system. 


With the delivery in August of a new 50 cubic yard compression vehicle two 
older vehicles wezxe put in reserve. 


During a difficult period in the Spring when two venicles were off the 

road for ten weeks awaiting spares a bulk loading machine was kindly loaned 
by a local industrial concern, In the autumn the Council purchased this 
vehicle and this decision was a wise one, for in November a serious accident 
to one of the older bulk loaders resulted in it having to be scrapped. 


Another 50 cubic yard vehicle was ordered for delivery in 1967 in furtherance 
of the policy of purchasing one new vehicle each year. 


Paper sacks are in use at about 600 houses at Partington and Carrington and 
it is hoped gradually to extend this system of refuse storage. The 

problem of abandoned motor vehicles became most noticeable during the year 
and the Council's Depot at Partington has become a receiving point for these. 
The County Surveyor collected a number of cars abandoned on lay-bys and road- 
side verges, and in December the Council's low-loader was fitted with a winch 
to enable cars to be brought in from otner semi-public sites, the commonest 
being the garage sites on housing estates. Private individuals occasionally 
bring their own cars, and sign surrender documents. 


Thirty cars were collected in this way and disposed of for scrap to a firm 
in Manchester specialising in crushing scrap cars. 


All other refuse collected is tipped at two tipping areas in the north and 
south of the district. At least one of these will be filled in 1967 and the 
other soon afterwards. On lst October a lease was taken on a site at 
Mobberley for which planning consent had been obtained and tenders are to be 
sought for the road and drainage works needed to bring it into use. 


The officers of the five constituent authorities prepared a specification 

for the Incinerator proposed by the Joint Refuse Disposal Committee which has 
been working on this problem for some time but planning clearance for the site 
chosen was still awaited at the end of the year and no further progress was 
possible. 


ATR POLLUTION 


No progress was possible in connection with the proposed smoke control areas 
in Partingtcn due to the pressure of other work, principally the inspections 
of Offices and Shops. 


The Council continued in membership of the Manchester Regional Clean Air 
Council and in November the Chairman of the Special Services Committee and 
the Chief Public Health Inspector were elected to membership of the Executive 
Committee. 


Councillor Widdrington was also re-elected Chairman of the Joint Conference 
of Local Authorities on Air Pollution (region south west from Manchester). 
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Five plans were submitted of proposed new building works involving new 
chimneys. Amendments were necessary in three cases before approval was 
given. 


MILK SUPPLIES 


Twelve distributors of milk trading from premises within the district were 
registered under the Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations 1959 bringing 
the number of registered distributors to twenty. 


The Cheshire County Council issue licences to use Special Designations 
and the prior consultation which takes place before these are issued to 
new applicants is appreciated since it gives the District Council the 
opportunity to consider whether the premises to be used (frequently shops 
which do not fall to be registered as dairies) are suitable for the 
purpose. 


The demand for farm-bottled milk does not appear to be diminishing, and 
this may well be due to the higher price charged, giving the impression 
that it is necessarily better than pasteurised milk. 


Accordingly, in addition to a number of producer-retailers of untreated 
farm-bottled milk there are several farmers bottling milk for sale by 
retail traders in adjoining towns. At the end of the year there were 

15 dairy herds in the district from which milk was sold raw to the public. 


The Cheshire County Council submitted 117 bulk farm samples and 63 Dealer 
samples of this milk for Brucella examination in every case and in many 
cases for Tuberculosis examination also. 


None were positive to Tuberculosis, but nine bulk samples and four dealer 
samples showea the presence of Brucella infection. These involved four 
herds, two of which had previously been shown to have infected cows and 
detailed investigations were commenced. 


In the past a positive bulk sample has been followed by individual cow 
sampling but this procedure was inconclusive due to the intermittent 
excretion of the organism which occurs. 


After a joint conference between the County Health Inspector, the Council's 
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Public Health Inspector, with one farmer 
and his Veterinary Adviser, a herd which had been investigated many times 
since 1960 was individually blood tested. Six cowS gave positive blood 
samples and the milk of these was then sampled and submitted for cultural 
and biological examination. Milk from each of the other cows was tested 
and proved negative to the Milk Ring Test in every case. 


One significant result was that, although the first milk samples from tne 
cows showing positive blood titres did not show infection in four cases, 
subsequent samples revealed infection. Three were old cows which had been 
in the herd since before 1960 but which had 'escaped' in previo.s investi- 
gations. 


This combination of blood testing and milk sampling seems to offer the 
surest method of detecting infected animals. 


In another herd persistent repeat sampling finally incriminated one old 

cow which again had escaped detection in previous investigations. The 
search for this culprit began late in 1965 and ended early in 1966. 
Subsequent herd samples at this farm indicatedthat after six years infection 
has been eradicated. Blood tests in 1960 might well have revealed the 
offending animal then. 


In a third herd the detailed investigation gave inconclusive results and 
had to be abandoned, but none of the subsequent herd samples showed evidence 
of infection. 


The fourth herd was not investigated because it was being disbanded and for 
the last few weeks all milk was pasteurised. 
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The co-operation so willingly given by the County Health Inspector and his 
staff in these investigations is invaluable. 


MEAT AND OTHER FOODS 


There are three private slaughterhouses in the district licenced annually 
on lst July. All were maintained in a satisfactory condition. 


Statistics of the meat inspection work carried out are shown in the table 
which follows. In all classes of animals except cows the numbers slaughtered 
and inspected increased as compared with 1965. The greatest increase (170) 
was in cattle. 


For the sixth year in succession no Tuberculosis was found in cattle and 
only two pigs were found to be infected with this disease. 


Only two complaints regarding the sale of unsound food were received, both 
concerning meat pies affected with mould at the time they were cut into 
by the purchasers, but prosecution was not necessary. 
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CARCASES & OFFAL INSPECTED & CONDEMNATIONS MAD 
| ! Cattle | | Sheep 
Excluding 

Cows 


t 
{ 
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t 
Number killed | 
Number inspected | 

} 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis and | 
Cysticercosis | | 
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Whole carcases condemned ~ —- 
Carcases of which some | | | 


part or organ was | 
condemned Aa Pe Bs 
| 


873 30 
Percentage of the Sry ea eee TS anTias Soh ei eT aaa 
: | | | 
number inspected | | | 
affected with disease | | 
othee than Tuberculosis 17.8% oe = | 11.2% 5.0% 


Tuberculosis only | 
Whole carcasses condemned - = | = = 


Carcases of which some 
part or organ was 
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FOOD PREMISES 


The following tavle shows the different catergories of Food Premises in 
the district subject to the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations. 


_ | Washhand | ] Sinks 
Category {Number Basins | Reg. 19 fitted to 
| fitted to Applies comply with 
| comply with Reg.19. 
i | 


Retail Shops 


General Grocers 
Butchers 

| Green Grocers 
| Fish Friers 
| Bakers 


KRMWAU OD 
1OWRWO 
NUNMNWAWO 


Canteens 


10 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Confectioners | 
| 
| 
Factories | 


Residential Schools 
& Institutions 5 


(with kitchens) 


| 


Day Schools 


(serving only) 10 10 


| 

i 

| 

| 

i 

| 

| 

ee 

\ 

Restaurants, Cafes | 
& Snack Bars 


a5 UB) 


Public Houses and 


Licensed Clubs 
with Restaurants 


16 16 16 


Ice cream 
Manufacturers 


| 
Day Schools 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
Caterers 
| 
| 
| 


Total TAS eng 103 | OS 


There are no liquid egg pasteurisation plants and no poultry processing 
premises. 


Forty five of these premises received a general inspection during the 
year mostly at the same time as an inspection for the purposes of the 
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act. The standard of the premises 
is generally extremely good. 


IMPORTED FOOD 


The Council are responsible for the administration of the Public Health 
(Imported Food ) Regulations 1947 to 1948 in relation to food landed at 
Manchester Airport, the greater part of which lies within the Pural 
DLSEriet. 


No action under the Regulations was necessary during the year. 


ICE CREAM 


There is only one manufacturer of Ice Cream in the district who uses 4 
complete cold mix. The premises are satisfactorily maintained. 


There are 37 registered premises where Ice Cream is sold, all of which 
are included in the table of Food Premises. 
oo OG) 


7 
7 LAA 
a“ ; 
Us - 
° 
y 
ty . 
es 
sf 


eT MAY 


Tiib ed? evode: sitet i 


1 = ber rearecr® oe 4 » 
ooF Cc SlIOMIST LO vg nero tl a — 
elirged (Leraned) snake Soot-edt, ot toopdee po bets 
ne A 
are eRe ee see an cenrerenrarennansinramnentmeeere ann emanate 
be G : } horrew Mahe maw : Se 
: 1 
" P 4 <7 ¥ 
; 9 CL. aeF ; artsnd | odin 
1 - i. , 
y t é f u ut we aD: ; { 
: 4 a ICID ; 
son | ; 
- - yo oe ~ —_—~— | Sire 
‘ 
- 
t : 
*. } 
t ot ; oe 
‘ ~ 
} ' \ 
| yi 
C. . 
\ e 
} n 
: + 
' : 
: 
' ‘ 
\ : 
! i 
r 
; : 4 
‘ - 


é 
_ 
. 


Mt be 


) 
F 
. 
ee eee 


; 
4 
j ) 
; i, 
} 
' i : 
ot 
. \- 
‘ | f 
* a) Seen ee 
: ; { 
ia ; 
3 ae EE 
7 om & tantq noltsaluweteng 
eqeat Laxoney 2 betheder eoetaene? ef 
q eft sot a btos gent np a6 omkt emea 
it to frabaate eff .d0A oer soa 
woot Ga sO 
| olidst sit Yo nobtertetninba edt x0 scan 
shbrel boot of mobtat tex set BACL of TERI 1 es1ot 
sid oft atdttw eeli doitiw to freq setzerg 
aay as 
a 
‘iets 
caey oft ankied wannenons ‘eaw eno, 
} \ Hay 
1 ; ae 
ah aa ey 4 
es ow tofafarh « it ae meox0 oor | o a 
, bert ; adsl SiS vit one thee o7s 88 xe 
j =" ma ae 7 
/ to Lis ,blow eh xves) got oedema 


SWIMMING BATHS 


There is only one public swimming bath in the area, although two private 
baths also operate. Being an open air bath it is only in use during the 
summer and in 1966 the weather resulted in its use being less than usual. 


The water is drawn directly from the mains and is subjected to continuous 
filtration and chlorination. Two samples were taken and found to be 
satisfactory. 


PET SHOPS 


Two premises are licensed annually under the Pet Animals Act 1951. One is 
a kennels and the other is run for the sale of tropical birds, fish and 
small animals. 


ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS 


Four establishments were re-licensed in December for the year 1966 but 
serious concern was felt at the condition of one of these and the owner was 
given warning that unless the premises were improved appropriate action would 
be taken. 


One initial licence and 16 renewal licences were issued to men ergaged in 
slaughterhouses in the district. 


RODENT CONTROL 


The Council employ a full time Rodent Operator with independent transport 
who carries out all inspections and treatments required by the Preventior 
of Damage by Pests Act 1949. 


Particular attention is paid to the Council's tips and sewage disposal works 
and test-baiting was done on a proportion of manholes on each of the 18 sewer 
systems in the district, the results being negative in every case. 


At the end of the year there were 24 contracts in force to a total of £282 
at premises where the Council had undertaken rodent control on agreed terms. 


The premises covered by these contracts were 9 farms, 2 Riding Schools, 
1 Hotel, 1 large works, 7 trunk road laybys and a County Council Works Unit. 


The table below summarises the work done during the year. Minor problems 
crop up frequently, but on the whole occupiers co-operate very well, and 
although the district may never be entirely free of rats and mice, the 
general level of infestation is probably as low as present methods can 
achieve. The poison used in every case is Warfarin and no evidence has 
yet been found of rodents developing resistance to it. 
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PEST CONTROL 


The Rodent Operator includes the control of other pests in his duties, 
but it is seldom that any serious infestations occur other than cock- 
roaches. 


However, during the summer a complaint was received that infested timber 
had been used in the construction of a house, then about nine months old. 
Investigations showed that the infestation was by the Drug Store Beetle 
and a search was made for a breeding place. This was discovered in a 
packet of convinental breakfast cereal purchased two years previously. 


Regular use of insecticides on the refuse tips ensured that fly and 
cricket infestations were kept to the minimum. 


One mole infestation and a number of wasps nests were also dealt with. 


FARM SANITARY ACCOMMODATION 


No action was taken during the year under the Agriculture (Health, Safety 
and Welfare Provisions) Act. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS & RAILWAY PREMISES ACT 1963 


Registration and Inspection 


When the Act was first introduced circulars were sent to the 
occupiers of all premises in the Rural District thought likely to be 
affected, and an excellent response was obtained, practically all the 
affected premises being registered as a result together with some to 
which the Act does not apply. 


During the past year, however, a number of premises have been dis- 
covered where new occupiers have not registered under the Act and appea 
to be completely unaware of the existence of the Act. Clearly, if 
registration had not been invited in the first instance the vast majority 
of occupiers might have not registered. Furthermore, regular inspection 
of premises is obviously necessary in order to maintain a high level of 
registration. 


Problems of demarcation continue to arise which are generally solved 
quite simply after reference to the Factory Inspectorate but in certain 
cases the difficulties resulting from the divided responsibility for en- 
forcement of the Act take quite some time to resolve. 


Perhaps the most difficult premises in the Rural District are those 
at Manchester Airport where Local Authority staff, Crown employees and 
private enterprise employees are housed in one large agglomeration of 
buildings. 


At the Airport, too, there arises the anomaly to which reference has 
been made in an earlier report. Quite a substantial number of work people 
employed are not, in fact, given protection by either the Factory Act or the 
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act. This rather ridiculous position 
is extremely difficult to explain, and it is hoped that amending legislation 
is not too far distant as a result of which all employees at one establish- 
ment will receive protection. 


A further difficulty noted arises in certain small establishments with 
only one employee. some employers registered with the Council because of 
the employment of one full-time employee have been found later to have changed 
to a part-time employee working less than 21 hours per week. Later still the 
position has been found to change again and the employer is confused by legis- 
lation which requires him to comply with an Act one day but not the next. 


During 1966 a total of 63 premises were given a full inspection, 
bringing the total inspected since the Act became operative to 142, or 83% 
of the total of 170 registered at the end of the year. It is hoped to com- 
plete inspections of the remainder within a few months so that every premises 
should have received an inspection in the first three years following the 
introduction of the Act. 


Contraventions 


Although a few premises were noted where the provisions of the Act 
were fully complied with the majority did not comply. However, the con- 
traventions were generally of a minor nature and occupiers co-operated 
readily in almost every case in rectifying deficiencies. One shop where 
prosecution was being considered changed hands before action could be taken 
and became a factory. 


The premises where contraventions of the various provisions of the Act were 
found are enumerated below :- 


Contravention No. of Premises 


Lack of cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Inadequate heating 

Absence of Thermometer 

Inadequate Lighting 

Inadequate or unsuitable Sanitary Conveniences 
Inadequate Washing facilities 

Unsuitable Drinking water supply 
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Contraventions No. of Premises 


Absence of Clothing Accommodation 5 
Defective floors, passages & stairs uy 
Absence of fencing to exposed parts 

of machinery Z 
Absence of First Aid Provisions 25 
Non-display of Abstract of Act 36 


No particular difficulties were encountered in dealing with these 
provisions, although some guidance on lighting standards seems necessary. 


The Council have adopted a general standard of 15 lumens in normal 
offices but if a legal standard is to be introduced which differs from 
this some embarrassment may result and possibly the Ministry may consider 
official recommendations rather than statutory standards. 


Accidents 


Nine non-fatal accidents were reported during 1966 of which all 
but one were associated with falls, the exception being injury caused by 
a falling object. None of the accidents justified investigation. 


A further six accidents were reported but investigation showed they 
occurred in premises, or parts of premises, to which the Act does not 
apply. In general these accidents were of a more serious nature than 
those which occurred in premises covered by the Act and this emphasises 
still further the anomalies which arise. 


It is interesting to imagine the thoughts of an employer who learns 


that the law requires that accidents to only a proportion of his staff 
need to be reported. 
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PRESCRIBED PARTICULARS ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
FACTORIES ACT 1961 


1. INSPECTIONS for pvrposes of provisions as to health. 
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